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Upper 6H show their love of nature 

Since lockdown 3 was introduced, 6H collectively 

decided to photograph the nature around us, in an 

attempt to encourage us to leave our laptop screens 

and go outside every day. The recent snow 

particularly brought out some fantastic photography 

opportunities.  

Spending 20 to 30 minutes in a natural environment 

has been proven to decrease cortisol (fight-or-flight 

hormone) levels which in turn helps us to relax.  

We have enjoyed sharing our photos so much that 

we are planning to continue the challenge until the 

Gateways gates re-open!   

Written by Orla Duffy with photographs from all of 6H and collated by Maesie Atkinson 

Upper 3 historians 

The Upper 3 historians have been studying the 

relationship between the medieval Church and 

monarchy.  Firstly, we studied some medieval 

Doom paintings to see how the Church used 

pictures to give messages to their 

congregations.  We analysed paintings that are 

still on the walls of churches across England, 

and then the pupils made some Doom pictures 

of their own.  

There were many excellent pieces of work: the 

work feature here belongs to (clockwise from 

top left) Dash, Ishbel, Amy and Jessica.  

We then moved on to perform a virtual play 

about the murder of Archbishop Thomas 

Becket in Canterbury Cathedral.  Some of the pupils made props, such as swords and crucifixes, 

and they were all very enthusiastic.  Of particular note for their stellar performances were 

Jasmine, who was an extremely angry Henry II, and Romero as Thomas Becket himself.   
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Upper 6 consider the possibility of genuine AI 

At Gateways we study A Level Philosophy. 

This is in contrast to most schools, even 

those that tell their pupils that their A Level 

is called Philosophy and Ethics, because 

their course is a Religious Studies A Level. 

The benefit of the philosophy course is that 

it enables us to study some of the deepest 

questions in life, not simply those that are 

entangled within religion. 

Our Upper 6 girls have been considering the question of whether genuine artificial intelligence is 

possible or whether we should understand consciousness to be a non-physical property that 

cannot be replicated in machines. This week we have studied an argument by the philosopher 

John Searle who makes the case that although computers/robots may be able to functionally 

replicate human minds, they would not have the first person, phenomenal experience of 

conscious thought. He makes his case through his Chinese Room argument, an explanation of 

which can be found here. 

What do you think, can computers think? 

Upper 3 explore their mental health in PSHE 

During this time of national lockdown it is more important 

than ever to look after our children’s (and our own!) mental 

health. Too often our focus is on physical health but we know 

that our mental health is equally as important. In Upper 3 

PHSE lessons this term we are focusing on this vital life skill.  

This week, the students learned to think about how they were 

feeling and to try to put their feelings into words. They have 

explored how they might react if they were feeling bad and 

encouraged to talk about their feelings to someone they trust. 

Many of them shared feelings and stories with us and it is a 

real privilege to be in a position to be able to try to help them 

to navigate the complex feelings and emotions that they are 

experiencing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0MD4sRHj1M
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Alex makes fantastic piano progress during lockdown 

We would love to highlight some of our wonderful 

musicians in school who are getting on and making 

excellent progress despite remote learning this term. 

Through the first lockdown, Alex worked towards his 

grade 3 piano exam.  He took the exam in December and 

achieved a merit. Since January, Alex has been having 

piano lessons again on Zoom with Miss Heaton.  He has 

learnt a fast grade 4 piece in his first few lessons. This is 

down to his excellent musical understanding and also his 

dedicated practice.  Not only is Alex able to play the 

technically challenging grade 4 piece so well in a short 

amount of time, but he has also independently selected 

all 4 of his grade 4 pieces for his exam too.  

We look forward to seeing what the future holds for Alex 

with piano. Here is a quote from the talented pianist 

himself: 

"The number of piano keys is finite. What is created from those keys is infinite." 

The moral machine 

As technology progresses, the reality of driver 

less or self drive cars will become a reality. But 

how do programmers decide how the car 

should react when there is a danger or obstacle 

in its path?  

As part of a unit on IT in the future, Upper 3 

have been considering these ethical issues and 

have taken part in the on-line survey run by 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  Upper 3 have considered difficult ethical 

questions such as “Should a self-driving car sacrifice its passengers or swerve to hit a herd of 

cows?”  If you would like to take part in this research project yourself, visit https://

www.moralmachine.net 

https://www.moralmachine.net
https://www.moralmachine.net
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OpenMinds Well-being Workshops   

We were delighted to welcome university students 

from Imperial College, London to Upper 4, Lower 5 

and Upper 5 PSHE lessons this week.   

OpenMinds is a student-led intervention programme, 

providing mental health education to school pupils by 

training university students to deliver workshops.  

The aim of these workshops was to start 

conversations on the topic of mental health, reduce 

the stigma associated with it, and look at how they 

can help themselves and their friends when they feel 

they might be going through mental health issues.  The presenters were excellent and some of 

them were only in their first year of university so pupils felt they could relate to them given their 

closeness in age. 

A huge thank you to Imperial College for such brilliant sessions. 

Upper 3 learn about states of matter 

Remote learning at home does not stop Upper 3 

benefiting from chemistry demonstrations using 

items found in Mrs Wood’s kitchen! 

First, they went into break out rooms to classify a 

list of material as solids, liquids or gases. Then when 

they all came back together, they explored the 

properties that helped them to classify materials. 

To help explain the properties of solids, liquids and 

gases Mrs Wood used coloured water to 

demonstrate how liquids can flow. Plastic medicine 

syringes filled with plasticine, water and air showed that solids and liquids can’t be compressed 

but gases can as she pushed down on the plunger.  

Finally, by mixing baking powder with vinegar, Mrs Wood reproduced the class reaction of 

sodium hydrogencarbonate and ethanoic acid which produces carbon dioxide gas. Mixing them 

together in a bottle allowed her to show that gases can flow. Carbon dioxide is has a greater 

density than air so it flowed out of the bottle and put out the candle. 
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KS3 Art 

Within Art lessons, Lower 4 have been focusing 

on the work of Cezanne.  Pupils have completed 

a range of tasks to help develop their skills in 

observational drawing and application of tone. 

Through this project pupils have learnt a variety 

of different drawing techniques to accurately 

draw some challenging skulls and have practised 

their application of tone to create dimension. 

It has been lovely to see the work rolling in and 

to witness pupils engaging so well with creative 

challenges.   

Here are some examples of skull drawings and 

tonal spheres from some of our Lower 4 pupils. 


