
 

Early Years : 
The Gatehouse and Littlegates 
 w/c 22.2.21  

 

Welcome back Reception 

Learning about nature in our school environment 

To continue our topic on ‘The World’, the children in Pre-Reception 

have been learning about what it means to be a living or a non-living 

thing.  We have found out that living things need water, sunlight, air 

and food. The children have become experts at identifying living things 

such as trees, animals and birds! 

We decided to go on a nature treasure 

hunt, searching for a winter tree, daffodil 

shoots and snowdrops. Some children 

held the checklist, others took photos on 

the iPads and the rest collected natural 

treasures in their buckets. This activity 

was enjoyed by all and the delight on the 

faces of the children when they discovered the snowdrops was 

priceless! 

It has been so lovely to welcome everyone back 

after the holidays, both teachers really enjoyed 

catching up with the children during our 1:1 chats 

at the start of the week.  

This week Reception have been exploring 

time.  The children made their own clocks and 

were challenged to make o’clock and half past 

times.  We have loved seeing the clocks you have 

made.  At the end of the week Reception were 

challenged to do a variety of activities in one 

minute and we have enjoyed seeing these on 

Tapestry. 

In literacy we have been learning about teeth. The 

children made posters to show the importance of 

good dental hygiene. I’m sure you will agree that 

the children made some excellent posters.  

Well done for another super week of learning 

Reception.  
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Brushing our teeth 

Welcome back Gatehouse Nursey, we hope you’ve all had a 

lovely break!  

This week we have been discussing personal hygiene and how 

to keep healthy.  

We also potted and planted our sunflower seeds. During our 

walks we used magnifying glasses to look for signs of spring, 

we think it is on it’s way! 

World Book Day 

This year World Book Day is on 

Thursday 4th March.  On this day all 

our Early Years children can come 

to school dressed in costume as a 

character from their favourite book 

(no props please, just costume). 

We have an exciting day planned including data handling and voting for our favourite Julia 

Donaldson story in order to make a bar chart in class.  We will go on a book trail with object clues 

to guess which stories they represent and, of course, we will be reading lots and lots of stories 

throughout the day.  

To access your child’s book token please use this link; 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_PrimaryUK.pdf 

In June we plan to celebrate our own book day, Gateways style, as a whole school. Further details 

will follow. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_PrimaryUK.pdf

