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The little things that make a big difference - by Upper 6C 

It’s fair to say that a winter lockdown 

doesn’t have the charm and novelty as its 

summer predecessor did.  But the teachers 

at Gateways have gone above and beyond 

to help keep us all sane.  Upper 6C would 

like to say thank you to our teachers for 

going the extra mile.  Here are a few of our 

favourite moments. 

Georgia has been blown away by the 

support she has received since joining the 

sixth form. Mrs Hayward has given up so 

much of her own time to make sure she is 

ok outside of her lessons.  Meanwhile, Eva 

spoke of Mrs Garner in glowing terms, 

noting that she is an unbelievably caring 

teacher, who looks out for her every day.  

At this school, the staff know all the pupils 

so well and only Gateways can give this 

level of support. 

In lessons, the teachers have also made 

such an effort to make learning as engaging as ever.  Whilst talking about their Geography 

zoom lessons, Libby and Jenna said they felt like they were back in the classroom. The 

activities, using gameshow quiz formats, buzzers and QR codes are really fun but don’t just 

magic themselves into being.  It’s clear that the staff are putting so much of their time into 

making school special.  So 6C would like to say thank you to their teachers!  
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Shakespeare studies with Upper 3  

Upper 3 have enjoyed researching the life and works of William Shakespeare. Their work has 

demonstrated their knowledge of Shakespeare’s life and examples of his plays and sonnets. They 

have learned about what it was like to visit the theatre in Elizabethan England and found facts 

about the props, special effects, make up and costumes of the times. They have researched the 

Globe theatre and learned how the audience were made up of every class of people in society.  

The longevity of Shakespeare’s story telling has been the basis of their study of Romeo and 

Juliet, as they compared the different ways in which the plays can be interpreted and staged to 

suit different audiences and 

times. Here is a selection of 

their research and their own 

costume designs.  

Children and parents can access 

Shakespeare’s plays online with 

the BBC Shakespeare 

Collection, BBC Radio 3’s 

Shakespeare Sessions and the 

Royal Shakespeare Society.  

Maya proves that you can start a musical instrument at 

any age! 

Maya has been playing the clarinet now for a couple of years, 

having come to the instrument as an accomplished pianist.  She 

has worked hard at the clarinet, allowing her natural musicality 

to shine through and now plays at grade 4 standard.  COVID 

permitting, we hope she will take the examination later in this 

academic year.  

Maya is excellent proof that absolutely any age is a good one for 

starting music lessons at Gateways!  
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Chiara prepares for grade 3 piano  

Chiara is working towards grade 3 piano and is 

practicing all 4 of her pieces.  She is able to play 

'Hallelujah' completely off by heart!  We are looking 

forward to watching her grade 4 video performance 

which will be submitted to ABRSM.  

Miss Heaton comments that Chiara is lovely to teach, 

works hard and does excellent practice.   

“I enjoy practising piano during lockdown because it 

cheers me up and relaxes me in the evenings after I have 

done all of my school work. My favourite piece is 

Hallelujah because I know the words and I can sing 

whilst I am playing.” Chiara 

Lower 4 Latin take part in a Kahoot challenge  

This week in their Latin lessons Lower 4 

competed in a series of Kahoot 

challenges as a whole year group. These 

challenges helped to reinforce learning 

of the different verb and noun endings 

which we they have practised in Zoom 

lessons over the last few weeks.  

In feedback at the end of the lesson, both groups told Mrs Brown that they had enjoyed playing 

against the other half of the year and that they found the challenges fun.   

It was a very evenly matched contest, but the overall winners were Lower 4G Latin.  Well done! 
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Upper 6 psychologists mind map key theoretical debates 

In Upper 6 psychology, we have recently begun a new topic looking at the core debates within 

the subject.  

So far, we have explored free will versus determinism, the nature nurture debate and the 

idiographic-nomothetic debate.  

This week, we looked at different forms of presentation to mind map ideas, producing visual 

posters that could be used for revision purposes.  As you can see from the samples of work 

produced by Maesie, Harriet and Libby, each student rose to the challenge and produced 

something unique. 

Mental Health awareness week 

No one knows how someone else is feeling on the inside. How someone looks on the outside 

doesn't necessarily reflect how they are truly feeling on the inside, so it is important to always be 

kind and think of others.  Last week the whole school wore an item of clothing inside out to raise 

awareness of children's mental health.   

In PSHE over the last half term Upper 3 

have been discussing how mental health 

can affect young people. They have also 

been looking into what makes them 

happy, such as petting an animal, their 

favourite meal or a simple walk in the 

park.  


