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Upper 4 Pop Art 

'Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the 

1950s and flourished in the 1960s in America and 

Britain, drawing inspiration from sources in 

popular and commercial culture.' 

Over the past few weeks Upper 4 have been 

developing their work surrounding the theme of 

pop art. During this term they have been focusing 

on everyday objects and have developed their use 

of pencil and tonal skills whilst working with 

different techniques and media.  

 

During these lessons pupils had access to teacher 

demo tutorials and teacher feedback to really help 

refine their skills with some fantastic results! Here are 

some examples of both pencil sketch and digital work 

produced by some of our Upper 4 pupils.  
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Lower 5 get creative with business plans  

The Lower 5 GCSE Business Studies pupils have been using their imaginations and business 

knowledge to develop their own unique business ideas and write a short business plan including 

costing, pricing and marketing information.  Their final ideas were wide-ranging and creative 

covering jewellery, wax melts, 

snack box delivery and more.    

Well done all!   

Esmé excels in two instruments  

Esmé has been getting on very well 

in her lessons during lockdown. 

Each week she has an hour cello 

and an hour piano, and she also 

manages to spend time practicing 

both instruments.  

Esmé is working towards her grade 

7 piano, and grade 6 cello exam. 

She has also been taking part in 

Opera North Strings Academy, 

recording orchestral pieces 

remotely. Keep up the good work 

Esmé! 

"I feel lucky that even throughout lockdown I have been able to carry on learning piano and cello and 

making lots of progress. I look forward to my lessons each week and my teacher always helps to keep 

things fun." - Esmé 
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Not that puzzling…! 

During an online lesson starter for Upper 3, a 

fun mathematical puzzle turned inspirational…  

Some pupils found that 
H-A-R-D-W-O-R- K 
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98% 
and 
K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E 
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96% 
 
Kudos to Bella and Isabella who found that  

A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E 

1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100% 

Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that while hard work and knowledge 
will get you close, if you have the right attitude, the world is your oyster!  

Lower 4 art - Cezanne interpretations 

Lower 4 pupils are continuing to develop work in response to the artist ‘Cezanne.’ We have given 

them two options per lesson; one digital and one traditional.  

Within the lessons, pupils are given flexibility to interpret and develop their own ideas and 

responses. As is evident above,  they are all doing a superb job!   
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Upper 6 walk the world! 

Half term holidays are usually an opportunity for 

families to enjoy destinations around the world 

but with the current lockdown, everyone has 

been feeling the effects of being confined to the 

home and local area.  With this in mind, 6H were 

set a walking challenge over the holiday. 

Walking has been found to contain many 

benefits for our physical health but also our 

cognitive development and mental health.  For example, a study by Stanford University found 

that walking increased creative output by 60% and psychologists have found that just a 10-

minute walk is as effective as a 45-minute workout when it comes to relieving the symptoms of 

anxiety and depression.  

But what if we could also bring those beautiful far-flung destinations to us as we walk? Well, 

fortunately, there’s an app for that! 

Using the World Walking app which covers a variety of destinations, pupils could convert their 

steps in the UK to those in a warmer climate or city of their choice. Some travelled the Caribbean, 

others went to Japan, the Netherlands and Scotland.  At the end of each day, everyone totalled 

their steps and, with just a click of a button, accessed the street view link to Google Maps to see 

where they were and how far they had travelled. 

This was an excellent way to stay motivated, explore the world remotely and, above all, look after 

our physical and mental wellbeing. 

World Book Day - 4th March : Share your shares! 

World Book Day is upon us again and we can celebrate the 

pleasures of sharing our favourite stories and books. This 

year we have decided that to fully enjoy the occasion, we 

will hold a larger and more event-filled day in the summer 

term when we will be able to make use of our beautiful 

outdoor spaces and hopefully the sun will shine on our book celebrations! 

However, we will still be marking World Book Day next week in High School with book sharing 

activities within English lessons on Thursday and Friday.  It would be lovely for families to also 

spend a little time on World Book Day sharing favourite stories and connecting with each other 

through reading. I’m hoping that some of you will “share your shares” and send Mrs Sharrock a 

photo of your family reading together on the day and we can set up a gallery of reading across the 

school. 

Continued... 
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World Book Day continued…. 

Please send your photos to marlene.sharrock@gatewaysschool.co.uk (Please be aware that we may 

use the photos within school displays and future school Newsletters.) 

Mrs Sharrock has been busy adding exciting content to the Library pages on the Resources 

section of Firefly which now offers an ever-growing range of resources and recommendations to 

support books and reading for pleasure. The World Book Day website also contains plenty of 

ideas along with a digital version of their book token to exchange for the range of inspiring £1 

books. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf 

Enjoy sharing your shares! 

National Careers Week 

National Careers Week is celebrating its tenth year in 

2021, and the theme of empowering change cannot be 

more welcome as we head out of our third national 

lockdown and cope with the uncertainties of a global 

pandemic.  Although we are not quite back in school, we 

will be offering plenty of virtual activities and information 

throughout next week to encourage our pupils to feel positive about their futures and to 

particularly highlight the skills that they have developed over the last few months.  More on this 

in next week’s Newsletter. 

We would also like to call your attention to a new resource which has been developed for 

National Careers Week especially for parents and careers.  Parents are a major source of advice 

and support for their sons and daughters on matters concerning careers and it is not always easy 

to remain up-to-date in the ever-changing world of work and economic landscapes. This guide 

offers a wealth of information and tips in a very easy to digest format and will still prove to be 

valuable in the months after National Careers Week. 

https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/ 

Mrs Sharrock has been busy adding links to the Careers pages on the Resources section of Firefly 

as this has become an invaluable resource for quick information over the last few months. I would 

particularly highlight the ’one-stop-shop’ page for pupils in Upper 5 and the Sixth Form as links will 

be added especially for National Careers Week.  If you would like to discuss any aspects of 

careers please email Mrs Sharrock - marlene.sharrock@gatewaysschool.co.uk  

mailto:marlene.sharrock@gatewaysschool.co.uk
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/booktoken_SecondaryUK.pdf
https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/
mailto:marlene.sharrock@gatewaysschool.co.uk
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Thriving, not just surviving lockdown by Isla, Upper 6 

Before breaking up for the half term, our form teacher, Mr Adegboro, 

got us to discuss on Zoom some ideas for keeping both the mind and 

body healthy during this lockdown. As we talked about this, it quickly 

became clear that we were all convinced that exercise plays a 

prominent role in achieving this. 

 

We then went on to share what ideas each one of us has for doing 

exercise at home. Activities suggested ranged from simple things that 

require little space like marching or jogging on the spot to skipping. 

Some people mentioned the other resources they have access to at 

home, such as home gyms and horse-riding.  

 

I have found it really helpful to reflect on my personal motivation and 

what I do to keep myself sane during what is a difficult period for all 

of us. We have a dog called Alfie who needs walking every day, which 

is something I usually help with.  My personal lockdown routine has also included training for a 

10k race in May with my friend Jenna.  

 

I think we all found the discussion a very helpful, motivational reminder, especially at this point in 

time when it is easy for our level of perseverance in keeping active to be very low. Thank you, Mr 

Adegboro, for being such an inspirational role model in keeping fit and healthy!  

 

Isla Murphy, form 6A 


