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Lower 6 Sociology - research methods 

As part of our work on research methods, the Lower 6 sociologists have been watching extracts 

from documentaries and discussing these in our live lessons.  We have looked at two undercover 

investigations, one about someone going undercover as a football hooligan and ‘The Secret Life 

of 4 Year Olds’.  We also watched a Derren Brown documentary where he experiments to see if 

humans would administer electric shocks to others if they were told to which allowed for some 

fascinating discussions about obedience.   

Upper 6 psychologists complete a criminology QR code 

challenge 

This week, as part of their study of forensic psychology, 

the Upper 6 psychologists were challenged to a little 

competition.  

Working in pairs, pupils had to learn information 

presented to them about a strategy for dealing with 

offending known as anger management.  

To make it more fun though, questions were presented as 

QR codes and each team was timed to see how fast they 

could answer each round.  

There was a lot of zipping between breakout rooms, beeping of scanning apps, fast-paced 

answering and excitement as teams found out that they’d won a round or were just a few 

seconds behind another team. It was all to play for in the final round and the anticipation 

definitely mounted!  

Congratulations to Maesie and Amrita  who eventually won the psychology crowns! 
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Music profile : Emma 

When Emma joined Gateways in September she had 

just passed her grade 1 flute examination and had 

begun working towards her grade 2.  

As a result of her musical ability, hard work and 

dedication she has very quickly progressed on to her 

grade 3, learning two of the three pieces required.   

Emma is a talented and proficient flute player and we 

are  looking forward to her taking her grade three 

examination in the very near future.  

Well done Emma!  

Upper 4 get baking 

For PSHE in Upper 4, the focus has 

been on mental health.  The class 

have discussed the signs of poor 

mental health in the form of stress 

and anxiety, particularly during this 

difficult period of lockdown and 

isolation.  They have also looked at 

some of the different ways of reducing stress.  One of these is to take time out for yourself and 

do something that you enjoy doing. 

With this in mind,  Mrs King asked Upper 4G to spend the lesson decorating cakes. They got 

together on Zoom with pre-prepared cakes and made icing and decorated cakes while having a 

very relaxing chat.  They all felt very calm and stress-free by the end of it (although I’m not sure 

about the parents when they saw the mess!) 
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High School games and PE in lockdown 

 During games lessons, the girls have been 

working extremely hard on improving their 

netball skills. They have been developing their 

control of the ball and working through 

different activities to strengthen their hand 

and eye co-ordination. Each week the skills 

have got progressively harder with students 

being creative with the type of home 

equipment they are using.  

The girls have had lots of fun watching their teachers try these skills 

and having a go themselves - even the snow and rain not stopping 

their practice!  The results we have received on Firefly may mean we need to run a skills 

challenge against Mrs Braithwaite and Miss Preston; we need to get practicing! 

After half term we will move on to tennis skills, initially improving hand-eye coordination and 

developing these into racket skills. 

In PE lessons all of High School have completed live fitness sessions each week, working on all 

parts of the body. Our aim is to keep the pupils active, get them up out of their chairs and 

encourage them to learn the groups of muscles that are being used. 

The boys in High School have continued to 

approach sport as they did before 

Christmas.  Despite lockdown, attendance has 

been almost 100% every week and they have 

been following a series of basketball sessions 

and have now moved on to online football 

sessions.  

In addition to this, they have been more than 

willing to take on some fun challenges including 

a sports quiz and, more recently, an Upper 3V 

Lower 4 Monopoly fitness challenge! 
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Hegarty heroes 

Hegarty Maths continues to be a fantastic 

resource used by all classes from Lower 3 

to Upper 5. Pupils regularly use the site to 

answer quizzes of their choice to 

consolidate classwork topics and prepare 

for tests.  

Class and pupil awards for the November 

half term are listed in the Hegarty Hero 

image to the right - well done to all of you!  

Let’s see who the winners will be next half 

term! 

Lower 4 geographers cook Nigerian dishes! 

We think that to get a real sense of place you should try a nation’s 

food. This week the Lower 4 geographers have been doing just 

that. Throughout the term they have learned about Nigeria and 

have earned a well-deserved break from 

their desks. Their challenge was to 

research popular Nigerian dishes and have 

a go at making one of them at home. 

Mrs McDermott was really impressed with 

the pupils’ efforts and would like to thank all of the parents/guardians for 

their support in buying ingredients, and, most likely, helping clean up after 

the budding chefs!  We hope the food tasted as good as it looked.   
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Digital art 

Students from all year groups have been learning and discovering more about the world of Digital 

Art. The content of these exciting lessons and video tutorials have included techniques such as: 

colour blocking, shading, blend modes, layer effects and even ways for students to make their 

own paint brushes! Here are some examples of the excellent artwork which has been produced 

by the students so far - to see more images from this project, visit our Facebook page. 

Maesie 

Leila  

http://www.facebook.com/gatewaysschool

