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Exciting new arrivals  

 

The arrival of our new stick insects has caused much excitement in the biology department. 

These are not the ‘common or garden’ stick insects that many people have kept as pets, but a 

rather special species Sungaya inexpectata from the Philippines which has only been known to 

science since 1995! They are exceptionally well camouflaged and the pupils have had great 

fun trying to spot them all when they arrive for their lessons. Pupils have had the opportunity 

to handle the insects and observe their special adaptations up close, including the ovipositor 

that the female uses to make a hole in the earth in which to lay her eggs. Hopefully we will 

have some eggs when the insects reach their adult size and the pupils will then be able to 

observe the growth and development of these fascinating creatures as well.  

Lower 4 pupil Seb, ably assisted by Isaac and Jess, have taken responsibility for helping to look 

after the insects, cleaning them out once a week and decorating the tank in different ways 

each time using different species of food plant (current favourites are bramble and ivy).  Seb 

even made the fact sheet below to mount near the tank. He and Jess have also proven 

themselves to be excellent teachers, showing younger pupils how to hold the insects carefully, 

and answering all their many questions. These interactions, stimulated by such a humble thing 

as a stick insect, are a joy to observe and are a valuable part of life here at Gateways. 

The biology department is hoping to expand our animal collection and would gratefully 

welcome any donations of old tanks, vivaria and associated equipment that people may have 

gathering dust in their lofts and garages! 
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