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On Tuesday 8th February, Safer Internet Day was celebrated around the world. This year’s 
theme was ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online’. Our pupils access 
the online world as part of their everyday world, more than we did at their age. This brings 
with it a raft of issues from cyber bullying to viewing inappropriate materials. None of us can 
truly be sure that we know what our children see and access online as they grow. Many of our 
pupils are allowed access to Apps such as WhatsApp, TikTok, Snapchat and Instagram, even 
when they are not old enough to be considered responsible enough to manage their use of 
such platforms.  

In school, a large part of our PSHE and computer science curriculums focus on how to stay 
safe online. So far this year Lower 4 have looked at sexting, dangerous selfies and grooming. 
Lower 3 have spent time this term looking at how to create strong passwords, reporting 
unacceptable behaviour to a trusted adult and combating malicious code such as ransomware. 

Whether by playing games, watching videos, or doing things your child enjoys, spending time 

together online is a great way to start conversations about the online world and how they’re 

finding being a part of it.  

Sharing of nude images and sexual harassment is of particular concern, especially amongst 

young teenagers.  A study released by the Children’s Commissioner in December asked 16-21 

year olds what they wish their parents had warned them about online activity. The report ‘The 

things I wish my parents had known…Young people’s advice on talking to your child about 

online sexual harassment’ is well worth reading. Click here to view a copy. 

It is important to ask questions and take an interest in what your child enjoys online. An 

essential part of having this open dialogue is to not judge, even if their behaviour or life online 

isn’t what you wanted or expected. This ensures that your child feels they can come to you if 

ever they make a mistake or experience a problem online.  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2021/12/16/the-things-i-wish-my-parents-had-known-young-peoples-advice-on-talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment/
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Websites like Common Sense Media or The Family Gaming Database can be invaluable 
sources of information. When your child starts talking about a new game or app, why not do 
some research into the reporting and blocking options available? Then you can help your child 
if they come to you with an issue. 

Reassuring your child that whatever happens online, you are there to support them is 

important. Let your child know that the best way to address any problem they have online, is 

to tell a trusted adult immediately. Let us know of any online issues and we will be able to 

support you. Take screen shots if possible as this can help us to identify problems and apply 

our policies for the education and protection of all pupils. 
 

If you would like more information about Safer Internet Day, please visit: - 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022 

The online world will only become more advanced and impactful on all of our lives, for 

example the introduction of the Metaverse. The messages on internet safety must be given 

regularly to help keep our pupils safe. 
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