
 
 

 

High School & Sixth Form 

 
What have the Romans ever done for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you recognise this famous figure?  And do you know where this statue of her is? 

As part of their work on Roman Britain, Upper 4 Latin have been exploring the different 

reactions of the Britons to the Romans’ arrival in AD 43.  Some were happy with the way of life 

they brought – they were pretty good at building straight roads, after all, not to mention the 

joys of good drains, wine and olive oil!  British kings such as Cogidubnus of the Regnenses in 

Sussex were able to adopt Roman building practices to construct amazing palaces like the one 

at Fishbourne – see the mosaic above. 

Whilst the Classics department, like Cogidubnus, is unashamedly pro-Roman (of course), 

Upper 4 sided squarely with Boudica and her dramatic resistance to Roman power.  Jamie 

explains why: 

My husband, the King, Prasutagus, is dead.  Our part of East Anglia is under attack by the evil Roman invaders.  

Not only have they stolen our land and property but they have tried to break me by flogging and raping my 

daughters.  These Romans have no idea how strong we are.  We don’t want them and their way of life.  I will 

make them pay for what they have done.  They think, because I am a woman, that I will go down without a 

fight.  This will never happen.  I am a fierce warrior and I know what is needed.  I have the support of my Iceni 

tribe and we have united with other tribes that the Romans have underestimated.  My plan is to take back 

what is rightfully mine and drive these Roman scumbags from our lands.  We have already taken 

Camulodunum, Londinium and Verulamium. We have killed their people, destroyed their towns and taken 

their things.  I have shown I am powerful and vengeance will be mine.  That scoundrel, Suetonius Paulinus is 

coming.  He thinks his legions will win but there are more of us and we are determined. Victory will be mine! 

When faced with the Roman legions, Boudica lost and committed suicide by taking poison rather than be 

captured by Suetonius Paulinus’s men. 

 

How would you have reacted?  Are you a Cogidubnus or a Boudica? 
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