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Mathematics meets literacy – comprehension task 

 

 
 

 

Upper 4 pupils recently engaged in a captivating interdisciplinary activity where mathematics 

met literacy. Exploring a starter activity, pupils were presented with a comprehension 

passage about the architectural marvels of ancient structures, focusing on the Colosseum in 

Rome. The passage contained historical details, mathematical facts, and data related to the 

construction and engineering of this iconic amphitheatre. 

 

After reading the passage, pupils tackled a variety of questions designed to promote effective 

communication, data analysis, problem-solving, and the ability to understand complex 

historical and architectural information – skills that are crucial for their academic progress.  

 

Witnessing our Gateways pupils in action is always rewarding. Their level of focus and 

engagement, regardless of the activity, reflects the standards we expect from our future 

leaders. 
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