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Lower 4 study new tenses in Latin 

 

As Lower 4 pupils near the end of their Latin course this year, they been introduced to some 

of the most important tenses in the Latin language. Tenses are taken by verbs and are used to 

express time. For example, in English ‘I ran’ indicates a completed action in the past whereas ‘I 

will run’ indicates an action that has yet to be completed in the future. In Latin, two of the 

most important tenses are called the perfect and imperfect tenses. These express completed 

and ongoing actions in the past respectively. Examples of both can be seen in the pupil’s work 

pictured above.  

It is crucial that pupils master these two tenses and can recognise them in Latin texts. This is 

because the perfect and imperfect appear frequently in Latin historical texts as well as myths 

and other stories. The pupil whose work is featured above has clearly been able to recognise 

both tenses and has accurately translated a short story about a scuffle in the forum of 

Pompeii.  
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