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Upper 3 study the revolt of 1381
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Upper 3 have just concluded their study of the revolt of 1381, commonly called the “Peasants’
Revolt”. Recent scholarship has challenged this idea and recontextualised the rebellion as an
uprising of tax-paying freemen, rather than a revolt by downtrodden serfs. Pupils investigated
the causes of the revolt by studying the effects of England’s unsuccessful war with France, the
weakness of the regime of Richard 11, the unpopularity of 14t century legislation like the Poll
Tax and Sumptuary Laws and the economic impact of the Black Death. Upper 3 were able to
draw connections between these factors and were made aware of how these factors worked
together to create an outburst of violence in 1381.

Pupils were then able to evaluate the causes of the revolt and determine which was the most
significant. This is an extremely useful task for Upper 3 as evaluation questions will appear in
assessments throughout KS3 but will also form a significant part of GCSE history
examinations. It is, therefore, important that pupils practise this kind of exercise and become
familiar with how to answer an evaluation question as early as possible in their academic
career.

Dr James Taylor




